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On March 6 in Masaya, two separate outdoor rallies were organized, according to demonstration
leaders, for the purpose of honoring International Womens' Day on March 8. One of the rallies was
called by the January 22 Movement of Relatives of Political Prisoners, which is campaigning for a
"general amnesty" of former National Guardsmen and contras currently imprisoned. This rally
was supported by the Democratic Coordinator, a coalition of opposition political parties, business
and labor organizations. The other was organized by the Sandinista National Liberation Front
(FSLN). Among the Sandinista demonstrators were mothers of Sandinista soldiers killed in action.
Organizers for both said that Sandinista police issued the required permits for both and established
different parade routes for each march. The rallies were located about 50 yards apart on opposite
sides of the central park of Masaya. During speeches at the January 22/Democratic Coordinator
rally, dozens of men carrying wooden clubs and metal bars and wearing the red-and-black kerchiefs
of the FSLN, crossed over from their rally, taking up positions surrounding the opposition crowd.
When the latter filed into the street to begin their march, the Sandinistas dashed across the park to
block part of the street where the marchers were to pass. Someone threw a rock, and quickly rocks
were flying on all sides. After several minutes of rock-throwing, the opposition demonstrators left
the scene. According to the Washington Post, Sandinista mobs burned a parked jeep based on a
rumor that it belonged to Erick Ramirez, leader of the opposition Social Christian Party. They also
reportedly ripped out, broke up and urinated on chairs in the movie theatre where the Jan. 22 event
started. [The "January 22 Organization" was founded by the Social Christian Party, and has received
US government funds through the National Endowment for Democracy, according to Democratic
Conservative Party leader Rafael Cordova Rivas. The January 22 date is also significant. On that day
in 1967, Somoza's National Guard opened fire on a peaceful demonstration in downtown Managua
which had been called to protest rigged presidential elections. Ironically, some of the members in
the new group have relatives serving time for their participation in that massacre.] (Basic data from
several sources, including New York Times, Washington Post, 03/07/88)
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